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Ill., was the co-creator, Kreutz said.
The show can still be seen on Pureflix.com, a pay-per-view site that features
family and faith-based shows.
Kreutz and McDonald, who have
the same agent, Mandi Morris of Azaela
in St. Louis, met on a film project called
“Hercules, the Brave and the Bold.”
The two were leads in the film, which
was made in 2012 and premiered in 2013
at the Wehrenberg Chesterfield Galaxy
theater in 2013.
“We’ve worked together so many
times and spent so much time together,
we’re really good friends,” Kreutz
said.
Between the “Hercules” film and
“Up on High Ground,” Kreutz was in
a short film called “To Inflict,” an independent film that premiered at a theater
in Granite City, Ill., and was shown at
a film festival in Garden Grove, Calif.,
he said.
“Not too many people realize how
active the film industry is here in St.
Louis,” McDonald said. “It probably
doesn’t get the recognition it deserves,”
he said. “It’s a very active independent
film community.”
Both Kreutz and McDonald still have
jobs outside acting.
Kreutz works full time as a business development analyst at Worldwide
Technology in Maryland Heights, and

“It’s never too late to start over,” said
Neil McDonald of Festus, who did some
acting in college but left the field. He was
well into his 50s when he got back into
performing.

McDonald is a substitute teacher for the
Festus and Hillsboro school districts.
He also works at the St. Louis Zoo as an
“interpreter,” talking to zoogoers about
animals.
Kruetz and his wife, Tiffany, have
three children, Alexandra, Chandler and
Madalyn.
McDonald is married to Kari Estes,
and they have a son, Connor, who is in
college.
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Woman reports sighting
of bear in her backyard
Hillsboro-area resident Kathleen
Berry got a surprise when she stepped
out on her back deck April 28 and spotted
what appeared to be a juvenile black bear.
“This bear just walked through my
yard (in the) early evening,” she said.
Berry, who lives near Butcher Branch
Road off Hwy. B, took several photos of
the bear and later took photos and a plaster cast of the bear’s paw prints.
Missouri Department of Conservation media specialist Dan Zarlenga on
Monday said a bear sighting had been
reported in Jefferson County.
“We haven’t had any further reports
since Friday (April 29),” Zarlenga said
Monday. “We don’t know if the bear has
moved on or is just not showing himself.”
Berry said the bear didn’t appear to
be afraid and was headed west when he
left her house.
Zarlenga said the Conservation Department is interested in tracking bears in
the state. In fact, he said, they like to trap
and tag bears whenever possible.
“That way, we can track their movements,” he said.
The department recently trapped and
tagged a bear in Warren County, west of
the St. Louis metro area, Zarlenga said.
Conservation Department agent for
Jefferson County Lexis Riter said April
29 that a bear sighting isn’t surprising.

Kathleen Berry took this photo at her
Hillsboro-area home.

“It’s springtime; bears are moving
around, so there’s a good chance we have
one,” Riter said. “If you have pictures
or tracks, we’ll come out to confirm it.”
Riter said people shouldn’t be
alarmed by the possibility of bears in the
area, but they should avoid contact with
them. “People get nervous because it’s a
big animal.”
Riter advised the following:
■ Do not feed pets outdoors.
■ Do not feed bears.
■ Keep trash in secured bins.
■ Make loud noises to scare away
a bear.
■ Report any bear sighting to the
Department of Conservation.
-- By Leader staff
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The expertise you seek. The care you deserve.
Whether it’s for a lingering illness or a major operation, the nurses
and caregivers at SSM Health St. Clare Hospital do all they can to
make being in the hospital feel less like “being in the hospital.” You
can check in from your private room instead of the lobby. And the
focus is on your health and wellness, not just your present condition.
It’s what we do every day. To make your stay as personalized as
possible. And provide expert, compassionate care to the community
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